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  COMMANDER JOHN 

The American Legion meets the 
unique needs of the local 
communities. It celebrates all who 

contribute to something larger than themselves 
and inspires to serve and strengthen America. 
These words were never more visible than 
Memorial Day weekend. Your Post 312 Honor 
Guard participated in several ceremonies 
throughout St Charles County. I was so proud to 
see them at Baue Memorial Gardens, Bishop’s 
Landing and Veterans Tribute Park. It was so 
encouraging to have so many different 
organizations involved in these events including 
many of Unit 312 auxiliary. At Bishop’s Landing 
some of the Legion baseball players led the 
pledge of allegiance. At Veterans Tribute Park 
the pledge was led by a Boy Scout. The Young 
Marines were involved at the ceremony at Baue. 
I am convinced that we need to involve more 
children in these events or they will be lost for 
future generations. The Legion is built on 
tradition and if we don’t recruit new blood, I’m 
afraid that all we have fought for will be gone and 
forgotten. 

With all of the USA 250 and 4th of July festivities 
coming up please keep our fellow comrades in 
mind. We have so many veterans with PTSD, 
anxiety and anger issues. Some feel they have 
no reason to live, feelings of emptiness, 
hopelessness and feeling trapped. If you notice 
behaviors of isolation, giving away belongings, 
thoughts of suicide, ask them what is going on in 
their life? Encourage them to keep sharing and 
offer to connect them with someone that can 
help.  

St Charles county is having several events to 
celebrate the birth of our great nation. I’m sure 
there will be something for everyone to 
participate in. Get involved in your community 

whether it’s through the legion or just doing your 
civic duty as a resident of your city. 

I hope to see some of you at the Department 
Convention in Springfield July 10th through the 
12th. We still need Cornhole teams for the Past 
Post Commanders Club so brush up on throwing 
those bags! 

For God and Country  

Semper Fidelis 

John Gonzales Post Commander  

314-707-3758 

 

       POST CHAPLAIN 
 
As of this writing June 1, 2026, 
none of our members have been 

reported sick or have answered their final call. 
Post 312 member Frank Roslanskys wife passed 
away, then his son passed away from cancer. 
Frank is now living at the Missouri Veterans 
home. Frank was a member of our Post 312 
Color/Honor Guard team for many years and was 
also a bartender at our foxhole lounge as well. 
Our prayers are for Frank Roslanskys good 
health. 
 
Stay tuned for more updates.  
 
Respectfully submitted by 
Larry DuFour Post Chaplain 636-441-7102 
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    POST SECOND VICE 

Moments of Military Valor: July 

250 Years of American Patriotism and Service 

This July, as we celebrate our nation's 
independence, we also recognize a historic 
milestone—the 250th anniversary of the United 
States Army, established on June 14, 1775, 
more than a year before the signing of the 
Declaration of Independence. 

When delegates of the Continental Congress 
voted to create the Continental Army, they did 
so, knowing the risks. The men who answered 
the call were farmers, tradesmen, laborers, and 
ordinary citizens willing to sacrifice everything for 
the cause of liberty. Under the leadership of 
General George Washington, these citizen-
soldiers formed the foundation of what would be 

come the United States Army. 

For 250 years, generations of American service 
members have carried forward that legacy. From 
the Revolutionary War to today's missions 
around the world, soldiers, sailors, Marines, 
airmen, Coast Guardsmen, and Guardians have 
stood ready to defend the freedoms that define 
our nation. 

Patriotism has always been more than displaying 
a flag or celebrating a holiday. It is a commitment 
to the principles upon which our nation was 
founded: duty, service, sacrifice, and devotion to 
country. Those values have been demonstrated 
by Americans in every conflict and every 
generation. They are the values that inspired the 
soldiers at Valley Forge, the Marines raising the 
flag on Iwo Jima, the troops landing at 
Normandy, and the men and women who 
continue to serve today. 

As members of The American Legion, we are 
the custodians of that legacy. Founded by 
veterans in 1919, our organization continues to 
promote patriotism, support veterans and their 

families, mentor youth, and strengthen our 
communities. The freedoms we enjoy today were 
secured through the sacrifices of those who 
came before us, and it is our responsibility to 
ensure their stories are remembered. 

As we celebrate Independence Day and reflect 
on 250 years of military service and sacrifice, we 
also look forward to several important events 
within our Legion family: 

Upcoming Post Events 

• July 9–12 – American Legion Department 
of Missouri Summer Convention 

• July 25 – Post 312 Officer Installation 
Ceremony 

• July 28 – Family Dinner 

These gatherings provide opportunities to 
strengthen our organization, recognize those 
who have stepped forward to lead, and enjoy the 
fellowship that has always been a cornerstone of 
The American Legion. 

This Independence Day, take a moment to 
remember the countless Americans who have 
worn the uniform over the past 250 years. Their 
courage and dedication have preserved the 
blessings of liberty for generations. 

As we honor our nation's birthday, let us also 
recommit ourselves to the principles of service, 
patriotism, and community that have guided 
both our Armed Forces and The American 
Legion for generations. 

For God and Country. 

Tony Rumbo, Post 2nd Vice Commander 
tone_nav@yahoo.com 314-707-4683 

  

 AUXILIARY PRESIDENT 

 
I guess it’s officially summertime! 
Breakout the campers, tents, 
smores, and bug spray. Happy 4th 

of July America, lookin’ good for 250 years 
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America. The post families will be planning a 
250th Birthday Ball for October 3rd so save the 
date and if you are a member of the Post 312 
family and would like to   with the planning, 
please reach out to me 
at lauraldiel@gmail.com or call/text 636-219-
7091. I am currently looking to have a 
“planning committee” meeting sometime in June. 
I want to thank everyone who volunteered to help 
with the District 9 meeting on June 7th. 
You all made all of us look good and we thank 
you. Hopefully we will come away from 
the meeting with a few “bests in district” awards 
that we can brag about in August. 
 
At our July meeting we will be voting for the 
2025-2026 Officers and Board Members. 
Thank you to all the candidates of have stepped 
forward to assume the responsibilities of their 
elected position. Once we have our officers in 
place we will begin assigning Committee 
Chairpersons. It is important we try to fill all of the 
committees so that as a Unit we are able to 
support the mission of our organization. 
 
God’s Blessing 

Laura L. Diel Auxiliary President 
lauraldiel@gmail.com 636-219-7091 

 

   AUXILIARY CHAPLAIN 
 
O beautiful for spacious skies, For 
amber waves of grain., For purple 

mountain majesties Above the fruited plain! 
America! America! God shed his grace on thee, 
And crown thy good with brotherhood, From sea 
to shining sea. 
 
This July 4th as the United States of America 
celebrates its 250th birthday marking the 
anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of 
Independence let’s all pray that we will be 
brought back together as ONE NATION under 
GOD. 
 
Bam Kelly Auxiliary Chaplain terikkelly@aol.com 
314-795-0283 

 

FRIDAY NIGHT 

BINGO 

Bring your friends and 
join us for an evening of Bingo.  

 

VETERANS HOME BINGO 

The next Veterans Home Bingo will 
be on Thu July 16th. We must leave the Post 
promptly at 6 PM. Please call us ahead of time if 
you want a ride. Join us for a fun time and visit 
with the Veterans! 

Mary Bandini, VA&R Chair 314-707-2680 
mpbandini1@yahoo.com 
 

SONS OF THE AMERICAN       

LEGION                                       
A big thanks to everyone who 
purchased ribs and helped make our 
fund raiser a success.  We sold 37 
racks of ribs!  I can't do this alone, a 

special thanks for all of the guys who helped that 
Saturday and Sunday: Mark Ebert, Mark 
Wooldridge, Steve Wise, Tim Cudd, Dean 
Ermeling, Gary Ball, Justin Marsden and Larry 
Kelley.  Thanks also goes to the Auxiliary for 
taking care of our refreshments. 
 
Elections were held June 1st.  Here are the SAL 
officers and appointees: 
 
Commander - John Leonard 
Senior Vice - Mark Wooldridge 
Second Vice - Gary Ball 
Adjutant - Tim Cudd 
Membership - Tim Cudd 
Financial - Justin Marsden 
Chaplain - Gary Ball 
Historian - Mark Ebert 
Judge Advocate - Larry Kelley 
Sergeant at Arms- Steven Wise & Dean Ermeling 
 
Our next meeting will be July 6th at 7:00. 
 

John Leonard Squadron Commander  
314-303-6665 

mailto:mpbandini1@yahoo.com
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AMERICAN LEGION 

     RIDERS 

This Month in Motorcycle 
History  

Honoring the legacy of 
riders, veterans, and the 
open road 

July is a month that celebrates freedom. As 
Americans gather to commemorate 
Independence Day, motorcyclists across the 
nation take to the open road, enjoying one of the 
many freedoms secured through the sacrifices of 
those who have served in our nation's armed 
forces. 

The relationship between motorcycles and 
American freedom runs deep. Following World 
War II, thousands of veterans returned home 
having gained experience riding military 
motorcycles during their service. Many found that 
motorcycling offered a sense of independence, 
adventure, and camaraderie that echoed the 
bonds they had formed in the military. As a 
result, motorcycle ownership surged during the 
late 1940s and 1950s, helping shape modern 
American motorcycle culture. 

July has long been a popular month for 
motorcycle gatherings, rallies, and cross-country 
rides. The warm weather and extended daylight 
hours make it ideal for exploring America's 
highways and back roads. These rides often 
bring together people from all walks of life, united 
by a shared passion for the open road and the 
freedom it represents. 

For veterans, that freedom carries special 
meaning. The ability to travel where we choose, 
gather with fellow riders, and openly celebrate 
our nation's heritage is possible because 
generations of Americans answered the call to 
serve. Every Independence Day serves as a 
reminder that freedom is not merely inherited—it 
is preserved through sacrifice, dedication, and 
service. 

The American Legion Riders continue that 
tradition today. Whether participating in 
community events, supporting veteran causes, 
raising funds for charitable programs, or honoring 
fallen heroes, Legion Riders demonstrate that 
service does not end when the uniform comes 
off. The motorcycle becomes a vehicle not only 
for recreation but also for continued commitment 
to veterans, families, and communities. 

This month also brings an important event for 
Missouri Legionnaires. The American Legion 
Department of Missouri Summer Convention, 
held July 9–12, provides an opportunity for 
members to conduct the business of The 
American Legion, share ideas, and strengthen  

the programs that support veterans across our 
state. It is through gatherings like these that we 
ensure our organization remains strong and 
prepared to meet the needs of today's veterans 
and their families. 

As we celebrate Independence Day and enjoy 
the summer riding season, take a moment to 
reflect on the freedoms we cherish and the 
sacrifices that made them possible. Then fire up 
the motorcycle, enjoy the journey, and remember 
that every mile traveled carries forward a proud 
tradition of service, patriotism, and brotherhood. 

 Ride safe, ride proud, and 
thank a veteran whenever you 
have the opportunity.  

For God and Country, 
Tony Rumbo, ALR Director 
tone_nav@yahoo.com 314-707-4683 
 

AMERICANISM 

CHILDREN & YOUTH 

COLOR GUARD 
 

 
AMERICANISM/CHILDREN & YOUTH 
SCHOOLS OUT FOR THE SUMMER 
I will be back in the schools the day after Labor 
Day with the American Legions 
Americanism/Children and Youth programs. 
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COLOR/HONOR GUARD NEWS 
As of this writing your proud Color/Honor Guard 
team is scheduled to march in the 4th of July 
parade. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 

Larry DuFour 636-441-7102 
Americanism/Children & Youth/ 
Law and Order/Color Guard Captain 
 

 

 

 
 

Happy Birthday to the good ole USA. July 4th 
marks 250 years since the signing of the 
Declaration of Independence. We are thankful for 
the relatively small handful of people who stood 
up to declare their Independence to start this 
great nation and to the many who have stood up 
to fight for it since then. 
 
Jukebox Nights are on Saturday’s and Boston 
Dave, karaoke on July 25th. 
 
Thursday nights are karaoke, compliments of 
Boston Dave if he is available. 
 
Join us for bowling, (on a gaming console) is on 
the first and third Wednesday in The Foxhole. It 
is low impact on the body while being competitive 
as you face your opponents. We draw names to 
pair up with a teammate or play head-to-head if 
we have only 4 people participating. 
 
On July 4th, we will be open from Noon to 6 pm, 
giving time to take in the local fireworks displays. 
On this very special 250th year for the United 
States, take in the various community 
celebrations for this quarter century mark in our 
history. 
 
July 18th, I will host Music Bingo in the Foxhole, 
we need to give our jackpot away, hopefully this 
will be the night. 

Please, come in often, drink responsibly and 
don’t drive while intoxicated. We want everyone 
to be safe while still enjoying what we have to 
offer in The Foxhole. 
 
Larry Carron Bar Chairman 
LarryCarronRealtor@outlook.com 636-345-6106 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please join 
me in 
thanking Al 
Schultz, 
Dave 
Teckemeier 
and Gary 
Bull for always keeping our American Legion 
grounds looking so great. They mow, they trim, 
and they always make sure to bushes look good. 
We appreciate you all so much. You’re the best!!! 

 
Bam Kelly 
ALA Chaplain 
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SAVE YOUR  

     TAB TOPS 
Don’t forget to save your 
tab tops for the Auxiliary. 
The Auxiliary uses them 
to support the Ronald 

McDonald House. Drop them off anytime at the 
Foxhole.  

 

SPAGHETTI DINNER 

Tuesday July 28        

4:30-6pm   $12 

Dine-In or Carry Out 

 

WHAT’S FOR DINNER?  

Spaghetti & Meatballs, garden salad, dinner roll 
and dessert!  
 
Free coffee and iced tea with a cash bar available.  

Make your reservation today!  

Text or call Bam Kelly 314-795-0283 to reserve 
your dinner no later than July 23rd. 
 
Come support your American Legion Post 312 
and invite a friend along! 

 

POST 312 LEGION 

BASEBALL NEWS 

 
 

Post 312 baseball is in full swing with teams 
representing the post at 5 age groups!  Our 19u 
AAA team features recent graduates from 8 
different local programs, and we're very proud to 
send them off to their respective colleges.   
 
Our program continues to be thankful for the 
posts support and of our sponsors.  Droste 
Construction just agreed to provide us with some 
help, their donation will offset umpire costs for 5 
games!  
 

We are doing the pregame first pitch before AA 
and AAA home games, if you're interested, 
please contact me.   
We are very excited to represent Post 312 this 
summer. 
 
Brandon Baker, Post 312 Baseball Chairman  

Brandonbaker236@gmail.com 636-288-3533 

 

 

AMERICAN LEGION 

HISTORY 
 
From The Editor- 

I joined the Legions Auxiliary 

under my grandpa John F. 

Ward (upper right), who was 

my mother’s father.  

I recently found out that on 

November 28, 1919, the Roy E. 

Thornburgh (middle right) 

American Legion Post No. 185 

was chartered in Greenville, 

Missouri, the first in Wayne 

County.  

Greenville is a small town in the 

bootheel of Missouri where my 

parents went to school and got 

married. The Post was named 

after Sgt. Roy E. Thornburgh 

who had lost his life in battle on 

October 9, 1918. Roy 

Thornburgh was my great-great 

Uncle on my father’s side. 

Another distant cousin on my 

mother’s side, James L. “Boss” 

Clark (lower right), was the last 

member to pay dues at $2.00 per 

year in 1930 and was forced to 

surrender the charter with only 

two members left.  

Who knew that I had such a connection to the 

American Legions! 

 



 

 

 

We will be collecting items for Fisher House of St. Louis during 

the month of July. There will be a list of items along with the box. 

Here is the list of items 

For the Guest Suites 

 Chap stick 

 Hand sanitizer (small) 

 Individual Kleenex 

For Our Guests 

 Gas Gift Cards 

 Grocery Store Gift Cards (i.e. Walmart, Sams Club) 

 Restaurant Gift Cards 

 For the Pantry 

 Bottled water 

 Coffee cups w/lids 

 Disposable containers 

 Dryer sheets 

 Hard candy (regular and sugar free) 

 Kitchen disposable gloves 

 Laundry detergent 

 Paper plates 

 Plastic utensils forks/spoons 

 Snacks (individual chips, fruit snacks, cakes) 

Many stores will enable you to have items shipped directly to the Fisher 

House. If you make these arrangements, please send them to this address: 

 

Fisher House, VA Medical Center at Jefferson Barracks 

1 Jefferson Barracks Dr., Building #59 

 St. Louis, MO 63125 



American Legion Post 312  

2500 Raymond Drive  

St. Charles, MO 63301  
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Chaplain Larry DuFour   
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 2 3 4 

  Foxhole Closed 
                                

Bowling @ Foxhole 
Karaoke 

@Foxhole 

Bingo 6:30pm Karaoke Jukebox 

Night 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

 Riders Meeting 6pm 

SALS Meeting 7 PM 

   Foxhole Open Noon-6PM 

Clarion articles due 

Foxhole Closed   

Karaoke 

@Foxhole 

Bingo 6:30pm 

 

Karaoke Jukebox 

Night 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

 Auxiliary Meeting  

Legion Meeting 7:30pm 

Foxhole open 5-10 

Foxhole Closed Bowling @ Foxhole 

 

 

Karaoke 

@Foxhole 

Bingo 6:30pm Music Bingo in the 

Foxhole 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

 Foxhole Closed Foxhole Closed  Karaoke 

@Foxhole 

Bingo 6:30pm Karaoke with Boston 

Dave  

26 27 28 29 30 31  

 Foxhole Closed 
 

Family Dinner, 4:30-
6pm 

 

 Karaoke 

@Foxhole 

Bingo 6:30pm Save the date: 
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