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       COMMANDER JOE 

 

This year we have experienced some extreme 
weather conditions with heavy rain and extreme 
heat. Let us hope that we have a more pleasant 
Fall and Winter.  

I want to thank Larry Carron for his hard work as 
Commander during this past year. Due to our 
aging building he has faced many challenges 
dealing with major problems such as air 
conditioning, plumbing, electricity and sewers. He 
also had to deal with our new electronic sign, 
getting it up and running.  

I also want to thank all the Legion family members 
who work so hard to serve our Veterans and the 
St Charles community. 

Unfortunately, I want to take this time to let all our 
Legion Family members, Auxiliary, SAL, Legion 
Riders and Legion members, become aware of a 
major problem the Post is experiencing.  

We have a large number of fixed expenses such 
as utilities, insurance, license, payroll, etc. These 
are expenses we have year in and year out. As 
our building is getting older, we are experiencing 
major problems requiring the Post to hire 
companies to do the necessary repairs.  

To meet these expenses, we need volunteers. 
There are many areas where we need volunteers, 
but I am only going to talk about one, and that is 
Bingo.  

During the past year we have lost five members 
for assorted reasons who worked Bingo on a 
regular basis and in most cases worked 50 
Fridays a year.  

During the past two years there have been 
occasions where we have had to cancel Bingo, 
not for the lack of players, but due to the lack of 
volunteers.  

If we do not get more volunteers to help at Bingo, 
we will experience more cancellations. Bingo is 
our largest source of income and without it we will 
be unable to meet our fixed expenses much less 
fund our various programs.  

If we could get a minimum of five more volunteers 
to work Bingo, we can prevent cancellations and 
should be able to prevent all volunteers from 
having to work 50 Fridays a year. 

What can we do? Increase our membership, look 
for new ideas, change the way we do things, 
welcome new members and visitors to our Post 
and Foxhole, attend our monthly meetings.  

This is not meant to be gloom and doom but is a 
situation of which all our Legion Family should be 
aware. 

Now on the lighter side, it is once again that time 
of the year when we begin having many events.  

To start things off the Post will have the Family 
Picnic on Sat Sep 14. I encourage everyone to 
come out and meet old acquaintances, meet 
unfamiliar members, and have a fun time. 

Joe Diel Post Commander 
joediel1941@gmail.com 314-913-9597  

  

    

    POST 312 

   FAMILY PICNIC 

 
 

Sat Sep 14, 1-6pm  Lunch at 2. All Post 312 
Family Members are invited with their families. 
Please sign up in the Foxhole or call 636-947-
7666 by Sep 7 . 

Kids activities will include St. Charles Fire and 
Police vehicles and other good stuff. Adult 
activities include bingo after lunch and any card 
or board games you would like to bring and play. 

Don’t forget to bring the tab tops you have been 
collecting for the Auxiliary! 



Post 312                                              The Clarion                                           September 2024 

2 

    
      POST CHAPLAIN 
 

 
Billy Romine has been called to the High 
Command and now is with the Lord above. Our 
prayers of comfort are with his family and many 
friends in their time of sorrow. May his soul and 
the souls of all the faithfully departed rest in peace. 
Amen. 

Jay Marsden is recovering from a back injury and 
a few bruised ribs at home. Jay is taking physical 
therapy twice a week in his healing process. Our 
prayers are for Jay’s full and speedy return to 
good health. 

Larry DuFour Post Chaplain 636-441-7102 

 

 

POST FIRST VICE 
 
 

Welcome, welcome. Just trying to welcome our 
newcomers. Us non-newcomers have already 
been welcomed.  

I wish to thank you for electing me to a 2nd term. 
I appreciate the ability to recruit new members and 
last year we had a few. I think the number was 60. 

WOW!! With that, the mood at the Post is getting 
livelier. More and more continues to happen. I am 
excited. Our meeting last eve was uplifting. We 
are constantly creating new opportunities. 

BTW (by the way) our sign looks amazing. We are 
working now on sponsorship for the sign but 
pause just a second as we develop the criteria for 
giving. This should be released next month.  

We are also looking for members to serve on the 
Donation Committee. Please contact Larry Carron 
to Volunteer. In addition, we always have 
opportunities for new folks to work with us on 
Fridays at BINGO. The opportunities are endless. 

The new cooker should be in this week. Who’s 
looking forward to more bar-b-que? May need a 
couple of folks to help with that as well. 

We have new T-shirts available for sale for $15. 
Don’t forget the poker chips, coins, money clips 
and stickers. All help support our local Post and 
are conversation starters for our next generation 
of American Legion members. If you have some 
ideas on items you would like to see, just let us 
know. 

One last thing. I know we are a proud bunch, but 
let’s humble ourselves and ask someone wearing 
other military memorabilia to come visit our home. 
They just may be looking for a home as well. 
Please take the time. As you know, we are a proud 
bunch and so may they be also. Just an Invite!! 

Please keep current with the Clarion and the 
website. We try to keep those venues as current 
as possible. 

May God Bless this Post and may God Bless the 
Veterans that support it. 

Our Post 312 website includes the Clarion and our 
current calendar. http://www.alpost312mo.org/  

“All gave some, and some gave all”  
Korean War Veteran and Purple Heart Recipient 
Howard William Osterkamp 

Brian Bush Post 1st Vice Commander 
bbush2005@gmail.com 636-698-5495 

 

 

    POST SECOND VICE 

 

 

Greetings all.  I do not have much for you as an 
introduction.  I would like to say that we have 
some upcoming events at the Post that are of 
interest to all. All are in this Clarion and Calendar. 

We will have our new grill/smoker on hand and 
being used for our Post Family Picnic on Sep 14 
from 1-6pm!  Thanks to the SAL for getting that 
and Tim Cudd and Kerry Humphrey for going to 
Georgia to get the grill.  Great job guys.   

The Veterans Day Celebration on Nov 9 starts at 
11am with a parade ending at Bishops 
Landing.  I’ll do my best to keep you informed of 
future events at the Post.  



Post 312                                              The Clarion                                           September 2024 

3 

If you are able to participate or volunteer with any 
future event, it will be greatly appreciated.  Let’s 
show our community that we have an invested 
interest in them. 

Tony Rumbo, Post 2nd Vice Commander 
tone_nav@yahoo.com 314-707-4683 

 

 AUXILIARY PRESIDENT 

 
 

It was certainly good to see everyone at the 
August meeting. We have some awesome plans 
for this year and I am always delighted to have 
your input.  

If you have not yet managed to send in your 
membership dues, please do so as soon as 
possible. It makes our record keeping easy and 
there are friendly competitions among districts to 
see who can meet their goal first.  

At our August meeting I announced that we would 
create themes for the next 12 meetings…..I’m 
very excited about this and hope that you will 
participate often.  

September’s theme is “BACK TO SCHOOL” 
please bring a school picture of your choosing to 
the meeting. We will have a contest to see who 
can identify the most members and you will take 
your photo back home with you that evening.  

I also announced the addition of a suggestion box 
that will be on the sign-in table at our meetings. I 
will be responsible for collecting any suggestions 
big or small and addressing them at the following 
meeting. 

It takes many hands to make the Post operational 
and I would like to remind each of you that if you 
have an opportunity to volunteer your time at a 
Post Family Dinner, Friday Night Bingo, Veterans 
Home Bingo, and Auxiliary Events you are not 
only needed but you are appreciated. 

If you are a committee chairperson and I have not 
spoken to you to confirm your chairperson 
position, or your resignation of your previous 
position, please contact me as soon as possible 
by cell or text at 636-219-7091.  

I am looking forward to a successful year with our 
Unit and I always appreciate your input. 

 A few calendar reminders. Sep 8 District Meeting 
at Post 37 Louisiana Mo; Sep 14 Post Family 
Picnic; Sep 19 Veterans Home Bingo; Sep 24 
Family Dinner and Sept 20 POW-MIA Watch Fire. 

“Volunteers do not necessarily have the time; they 
just have the heart” Elizabeth Andrew 

God’s Blessing 

Laura L. Diel Auxiliary President 
lauraldiel@gmail.com 636-219-7091 

   AUXILIARY 

   FIRST VICE 
 

“Remember Your Why” is our new membership 
theme for the year! 

Remember Your Why is the Veteran whom you 
joined under for the American Legion Auxiliary. My 
WHY is my Father who served in the Army In 
World War I. 

It is time now to pay your dues for the new year. 
Our fiscal year is August 1, 2024, to July 31, 2025. 
Dues this year are $40 for Senior members and 
$5 for Junior members. 

You can pay in three ways: 

1. Send to the Membership Chair: Lucille 
Armbruster, 8 Alma Dr., St. Charles, MO 63304-
5512 

2. Drop it off at the Foxhole. Be sure you mark the 
envelope with your name. 

3. You can also go to the National Website and 
pay online. 

Make sure you make your check payable to the 
American Legion Auxiliary Unit 312. Also, please 
advise if you have a change in your address or 
name. If you have any questions, please feel free 
to contact me. 

 
Lucille Armbruster, Auxiliary 1st Vice President & 
Membership Chair lucillera@charter.net 
8 Alma Dr, St. Charles, MO 63304  
636-441-6419 or 314-238-6330 cell  
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 AUXILIARY CHAPLAIN 
 

 
The Starfish Story. An old man was walking on the 
beach one morning after a storm. In the distance, 
he could see someone moving like a dancer. As 
he came closer, he saw that it was a young 
woman picking up starfish and gently throwing 
them in the ocean. 

“Young Lady, why are you throwing starfish into 
the ocean?” The sun is up and the tide is going out 
and if I do not throw them in they will die, she said. 
But young lady, do you not realize that there are 
many miles of beach and thousands of starfish? 
You cannot possibly make a difference.  

The young women listened politely, then bent 
down, picked up another starfish and threw it into 
the sea. “It made a difference to that one she 
said.” BE the One! Make a difference! 

Bam Kelly Auxiliary Chaplain terikkelly@aol.com 
314-795-0283 
 

 

 VETERANS HOME BINGO 

 

The next Veterans Home Bingo will be Thu Sep 
19. We must leave the Post promptly at 6 PM. 
Please call us ahead of time if you want a ride. 
Join us for a fun time! 

Mary Diel, VA&R Chair 314-910-2992 
mdiel1943@gmail.com 
 

 

    SONS OF THE  

   AMERICAN LEGION 
 

 

No meeting in September. 

John Leonard Squadron Commander  
314-303-6665 
 
 

 

    AMERICAN LEGION 

     RIDERS 

 

 

The Riders are helping out with the Walk-a-Mile 
Foundation.  A check for $500 was given to the 
Foundation to assist in purchasing needed items 
to be distributed to the homeless Veterans in the 
St. Charles City/County area (back packs, toiletry 
items, shoes, socks, etc.).  More help is needed. 

Supporting the American Legion Riders doesn’t 
require owning a motorcycle.  Here are ways you 
can contribute:  

• Join our events, parades, and ceremonies.  Your 
presence shows solidarity and appreciation. 
Attend our gatherings, fundraisers, and 
community outreach programs 

• Volunteer your time and skills.  Help organize 
events, distribute information, or assist during 
rallies, poker funds and other fundraising 
activities. Volunteer at our charity drives, toy 
giveaways, or memorial services. 

• Spread awareness. Educate others about the 
American Legion Riders’ mission and programs. 
Share our events on social media or encourage 
friends and family to participate.    

• Contribute financially to our causes.  Donations 
support Veterans, active military & families, and 
community Programs.  Our American Legion 
Riders Chapter is a 501(c)19 charity and all 
donations are tax deductible.  We can provide a 
donation letter upon request. 

Even a small donation can make a difference. If 
you would like to donate to our Chapter, we accept 
cash or checks payable to The American Legion 
Riders Post 312, mailed to American Legion Post 
312, 2500 Raymond Dr, St. Charles 
MO  63301    We appreciate your generosity. 

• Attend our regular meetings as a guest.  Learn 
about our activities and connect with 
members.  We meet at Post on the 1st Monday of 
each month at 6pm.  Visitors are always welcome. 
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• Show your interest and learn more about our 
initiatives. Advocate for motorcycle safety 
programs. Encourage others to ride responsibly.  

• Promote our community service efforts and 
honor Veterans. Remember, the American Legion 
Riders is family-oriented and welcomes all who 
share an interest in riding, supporting Veterans, 
and their communities. 

Tony Rumbo, ALR Director 
tone_nav@yahoo.com 314-707-4683 
  

AMERICANISM 

CHILDREN & YOUTH 

COLOR GUARD 
 

We are running an Americanism Essay contest 
titled “Why I am Proud to be an American”: Fifth 
graders can submit an essay in 400 words or less 
leading up to American Education Week Nov 18-
22. The top 3 winners along with their parents and 
siblings will be invited to our Buddy Supper on Sat 
Nov 16 for their awards and recognition. 

I am back in the high schools promoting our High 
School Oratorical Scholarship Program in which 
students speak on the U.S. Constitution live 
before an audience without notes. All high school 
students wishing to enter the Saint Charles 
County Contest must be certified by their 
respective high school in the County on or before 
Nov 30. Stay tuned for updates. 

We will have a police car and big red fire truck for 
the police and firefighters to show the kids at the 
family picnic on Sep 14. 

Your proud Post 312 Color Guard will perform at 
the POW/MIA Watch Fire Ceremony at Bishops 
Landing by the Lewis and Clark Boathouse on Fri 
Sep 20 at 6:30pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Larry DuFour 636-441-7102 
Americanism/Children & Youth/ 
Law and Order/Color Guard Captain 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

The Summer is flying by and Fall brings familiar 
events to The Foxhole. Save the date of Aug 28 
for Music Bingo, Sep 14 for the Family Picnic, and 
Oct 26 for a Halloween party in the Foxhole and 
the Small Hall. The plan includes a potluck, or 
Cauldron Luck, in this case. We have secured 
Boston Dave for Scaryoke. Stand by for hints on 
the theme in the Foxhole and Facebook. Let’s turn 
out for this one.  

Come in and check our weekly drink specials in 
September and participate in the 50/50 drawing to 
be held at the end of the month. 

Aug 21, Sep 4 and Sep 18 is Wi Bowling, starting 
at 6 pm, draw for 2-person team roster. We have 
had some great competition with Dean Irwin 
bowling a 300 last month. 

We have a collection bin in the Foxhole for 
personal care items for homeless Veterans, 
collected by the Walk-a-Mile Foundation. Please 
adhere to the list of wanted items and contribute 
to help our local Veterans. 

For Saturday Night Entertainment, Boston Dave 
on Aug 31,  then Mike Feldman Sep 7 , Jackie D 
on Sep 21 and Boston Dave on Sep 28. You can 
check our schedule on the Foxhole tab on our 
website or on our new Facebook Page. The link is 
just below the photo of our Post on our website 
www.alpost312mo.org. 

Larry Carron Bar Chairman 
LarryCarronRealtor@outlook.com 636-345-6106 

 

 

Foxhole Halloween 

Party Sat Oct 26 
 
 

 

Don’t forget to bring 

your tab tops to the 

Post Picinic on Sep 14.  
 



Post 312                                              The Clarion                                           September 2024 

6 

MEATLOAF DINNER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday September 24        

4:30-6pm   $15 

Dine-In or Curbside Pickup 

WHAT’S FOR DINNER?  

Meatloaf, mashed potatoes & gravy, green beans, 
dinner roll, and your choice of homemade carrot 
cake, apple crisp, or chocolate wacky cake!  

Free coffee and iced tea with a cash bar available.  

Make your reservation today!  

Text or call 314-795-0283 to order by Sep 19. 

Come support your American Legion Post 312 
and invite a friend along! 

 

     UPCOMING  

    VETERAN EVENTS 
 

VA Veterans Town Hall Sep. 18, 5-8 pm at 
Foundry Arts Center. Vendor tables, VA speakers, 
and more. 

St. Charles Salutes Veterans Day Ceremony and 
Parade at 10am 

St. Charles City Veterans Commission Ceremony 
to follow the parade at the Veterans Memorial at 
Frontier Park. 

If anyone remembers the Coffee Talk for 
Veterans, every Wednesday at 9am at Grace 
Baptist Church.  There is talk of resurrecting it. 
Stay tuned for further details  

Larry Reighard St. Charles City Veterans 
Committee 636-946-2233 bluegrassguy1@att.net 

 

 

   NATIONAL WREATHS    

  ACROSS AMERICA DAY 
 

Join Us in Our Mission. Help American Legion 
Auxiliary Unit Post 312 honor local heroes! Dec 14 
is National Wreaths Across America Day. 

Wreaths Across America (WAA) is a national 
nonprofit organization with a yearlong mission to 
REMEMBER the fallen, HONOR those who serve, 
and TEACH the next generation the value of 
freedom. 

Sponsored wreaths are $17 each and will be 
placed on a Veteran’s grave at Jefferson Barracks 
National Cemetery on Dec 14.  

Please place your wreath order by using the order 
form found at the back of this Clarion or pick one 
up in the Foxhole. Our goal is 300 wreaths, and 
the ordering deadline is coming quickly! 

Elaine Vollmar elainevollmar@gmail.com  

314-440-2780  
 

 

   SAVE THE DATE 
 
 

Oct 26 Foxhole Halloween Party 

Oct 29 Tony’s on Main Family Dinner 

Nov 9 St. Charles Veterans Day Celebration 

Nov 16 Buddy Supper 

Nov. 17 Post Everlasting 

Dec 8 Children’s Christmas Party 

Dec 9 Auxiliary Christmas Party 

Dec 14 Army Navy Game 

Dec 31 New Years Eve Party 
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Monday  Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

      1 

       

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

Labor Day 

Foxhole Closed  

Foxhole Closed Wi Bowling  

6:30pm in the Foxhole 

 Bingo  

6:30pm in the Hall 

Music By Mike Feldman 

7pm in the Foxhole 

District 9 Mtg 9am 

Louisiana Post 370 

 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

Post Meeting 7:30pm 

Auxiliary Mtg 7:30pm 

Foxhole open 5pm 

 

 

 

Foxhole Closed   Bingo  

6:30pm in the Hall 

Post Family Picnic  

1-6pm behind the Hall 

 

 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

Foxhole Closed Foxhole Closed Wi Bowling 

6:30pm in the Foxhole 

VA Veterans Town Hall Mtg  

Foundry Arts Center 5-8pm 

Vets Home Bingo  

Leave Post at 6pm 

Meatloaf dinner orders 
due 

Call 314-795-0283 

 

POW-MIA Watch Fire  

Bishop Landing 6:30pm 

Bingo  

6:30pm in the Hall 

Music by Jackie D  

7pm In the Foxhole 

 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

Foxhole Closed Meatloaf Dinner 
4:30-6pm 

Foxhole Open 

 

  Bingo  

6:30pm in the Hall 

Karaoke by Boston Dave 

7pm In the Foxhole 

 

30       

Foxhole Closed       
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