
 

 

The Clarion 
St. Charles American Legion Post 312 

April 2019 
 

 Foxhole 636-724-9712 Post 636-947-7666 Hall Rental 636-634-0403 

www.alpost312mo.org 

 

COMMANDER’S CORNER 

I want to thank the Foxhole crew 

for a wonderful St. Paddy’s Day 

Celebration. The corned beef, 

cabbage and potatoes were top 

notch, serving 78 plates. Jackie 

D. kept the audience engaged all 

night and our bartender, Debbie, 

served with a smile and absolute 

attention to customer service for 

our clientele.  

Our 4th and final Centennial 

Event honoring our current 

generation of Veterans will be 

April 13.  Special guest speakers 

include a Past National 

Commander and the Director of 

the St. Louis VA Medical Center. 

Please see our website 

www.alpost312mo.org in the 

Special Events Tab and our 

Facebook page for the details of 

this very important Open House.  

This all-day event will require 

assistance, so please let me now 

if you can help with showing 

videos, working the door or 

ensuring refreshments are 

available throughout the day. Any 

and all help will be appreciated. 

See the last newsletter or check 

out www.Legion.org for other 

upcoming historical Department 

and National 100th Anniversary 

events in St. Louis and 

Indianapolis, IN. Your 

participation is appreciated 

.  

Stay updated on our website, 

www.alpost312mo.org,  our  

Facebook page and flyers at the 

Post, and now follow me on 

Twitter@legion_312.   

Larry Carron, Commander 

636-345-6106 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

FIRST VICE COMMANDER 

We are working hard on 

membership renewals.  If you 

have not renewed, please do so 

now. You can mail your $30 dues 

to the Post, drop them off at the 

Foxhole or renew online at 

www.legion.org.  

Remember your membership 

helps support this Post as well as 

programs of the American Legion 

and Veterans Administration.  

Please join us at the next Post 

meeting on Monday, April 8 at 

7:30 PM. 
Daniel N Sauer, 1st Vice Commander 

dsauer@aol.com 314-808-8438 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

CHAPLAIN 

Theodore Leverenz and Robert 

Ehlenbeck have gone to report to 

the High Command.. No Legion 

services were requested.  Please 

remember our members who 

have passed in your prayers. 

Get well cards were sent to Bill 

Reilley and Dan Vogt. 

Rich Middendorf, Post Chaplain 

636-328-6996 

 

AUXILIARY PRESIDENT 

Happy Springtime everyone! Its 

finally time to thaw out after a 

cold winter. 

BIG plans are being finalized for 

our last Centennial Celebration 

to be held April 13. There will be 

an Open House 9-4; Social Hour 

at 4; Dinner at 5; and Special 

Guests speak at 6.  

To share our celebration and to 

show the community who we 

really are (and maybe reach a 

new member or two), this event is 

open to the public. 

Reservations for dinner are 

needed to know how much food 

to prepare. The night will end with 

music and dancing. This truly is 

going to be a night you won’t 

want to miss.  

May 7 is the date for our Annual 

Spring Luncheon.  Tickets are 

available for purchase at $13. We 

are planning on having delicious 

food and lots of fun, so call Mary 

B at 314-707-2680 for your tickets 

now!  

Next meeting is April 8. See you 

there! 

Jan Irwin, Auxiliary President  

636-699-9577 
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AUXILIARY FIRST VICE 

We would like to thank all 272 

members who have paid their 

2019 dues. To all who have not 

paid; we know that you care 

about the programs and activities 

of the American Legion Auxiliary 

and that is why we are asking you 

to please forward your $28 dues 

as soon as possible. 

When you joined the American 

Legion Auxiliary, you chose to 

stand strong for veterans, the 

military, their families and our 

community.  You chose an 

organization that has supported 

and touched with kindness many 

veterans and their families.   

To continue to do this we need 

your support. We need 23 more 

members to reach our goal this 

year. 

Happy Spring and Happy Easter! 

Lucille Armbruster, Membership 
Chairman 636-441-6419 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
AUXILIARY SECOND VICE 

The kitchen is back on track for 

Friday Night Bingo, our best 

ongoing fundraiser for Auxiliary 

Unit 312.  

The Friday Night Bingo Kitchen 

is very important to Auxiliary Unit 

312 and we need more 

volunteers on staff to take orders 

or help prep and serve the food 

for Bingo customers and workers.   

If you can volunteer for a few 

hours on one Friday a month, it 

will be greatly appreciated. 

Contact the Kitchen Coordinator, 

Elizabeth Carron, at 314-630-

0745.  Remember, many hands 

make light work.  

Elizabeth Carron 314-630-0745 
2nd Vice President & Kitchen Coordinator 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

                       POPPY 

                      DAYS 

 

Poppy Distribution Campaign 

this year is May 9, 10 and 11.  

We will be distributing our 

Poppies at: 

Midtowne Market on Thursday 

May 9 & Friday May 10 from 9 

AM to 7 PM. 

Bass Pro Shop on Thursday 

May 9, Friday May 10 & Saturday 

May 11. 

Gingham’s Restaurant on 

Thursday May 9, Friday May 10 & 

Saturday May 11. 

Sam’s Wholesale Club on 

Thursday May 9, Friday May 10 & 

Saturday May 11. 

Cabela’s on Thursday, May 9, 

Friday, May 10, & Saturday May 

11.  

Also at Cabela’s on Memorial 

Day Weekend for their 

Hometown Heroes Event on 

Saturday May 25 from 10 AM to 5 

PM and Sunday May 26 from 10 

AM to 5 PM.    

PLEASE consider giving a little of 

your time to help the Veterans in 

our area.  We only succeed with 

your help!!!!! 

I will have sign-up sheets 

available in the Foxhole starting 

in April or call me after 5 PM at 

636-288-1250. 

Brenda Richarz, Poppy Chairman 

636-288-1250 after 5pm 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

POST SERVICE OFFICER 

Please contact me if you know of 

anyone who may need our 

assistance. 

Bruce Cross, Post Service Officer 
Brucec1_99@yahoo.com  

636-946-9754, M-F, 1-5 PM 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

AMERICANISM/ 
CHILDREN & YOUTH 

Winners of the High School 

Oratorical Constitutional Speech 

Contest for the Department of 

Missouri are: 

1st Place Marissa Gertz of 

Smithton High School in Zone 2 

received $2,000. 

2nd Place Andrew Moore of Clark 

County R-I High School in Zone 1 

received $1800. 

3rd Place Elizabeth Cordoza of 

Central High School in Zone 3 

received $1600. 

All three Missouri winners also 

receive renewable scholarships of 

$13,000 per year to Drury 

University in Springfield MO. 

All State winners will compete 

again in the National finals in 

Indianapolis, IN on April 5–7. The 

National Contest winners will 

receive scholarships of $18,000, 

$16,000 & $14,000 respectively. 

Larry DuFour, Americanism, Children           
& Youth, Public Safety 636-441-7102 

http://www.alpost312mo.org/
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FAMILY SPAGHETTI DINNER 

The next Spaghetti Dinner will be 

on Tuesday, April 30. Come join 

your friends and neighbors for a 

good dinner and check out our 

new garlic knots and handmade 

desserts. 

If you would like to volunteer to 

help with preparation or serving, 

contact us at the numbers below.   

Spaghetti Dinner Committee 
Dan Sauer, Rich Middendorf 
314-808-8438 or 636-328-6996 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
VETERANS HOME BINGO 

Thanks to volunteers Mary 

Bandini, Jerry Hoeft, Juanita 

Jolly, Rich Middendorf, Kevin 

Rufkahr, Barb Steinbruegge 

and Billy & Connie Webb, who 

hosted Bingo at the Missouri 

Veteran’s Home on March 21.  

The 26 Veterans in attendance 

enjoyed 10 games of Bingo and 

won raffle prizes including 

puzzles, games and lap robes. 

We distributed Easter Goody 

Bags prepared by our Auxiliary to 

all residents of the Home. 

Come join us for the next 

Veteran’s Home Bingo on 

Thursday, May 16.  We leave the 

Post at 6 PM or you can meet us 

there.  

Rich Middendorf, VA&R Chair 

636-328-69996 

 

SONS OF AMERICAN LEGION 

Despite the worst winter weather 

of the season on his last trip to 

Missouri, escorted by our own 

Jay Marsden, the National SAL 

Commander will be back in St. 

Louis for the State Convention 

on May 9 and 10 to participate in 

the rededication of the Veterans 

Memorial in remembrance of the 

St. Louis Caucus for the 100th 

Anniversary Celebration of the 

American Legion. 

Other upcoming SAL events 

include a Steak Dinner hosted 

jointly with the Legion Riders on 

May 19.  We are also planning 

gun and ammo raffles with the 

Riders, more details to follow. 

If you have not paid your 2019 

dues, please drop your $20 off at 

the Foxhole or bring to our next 

meeting on April 8. 

Jeff Kull, Squadron Commander 
636-675-924 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

 

AMERICAN LEGION RIDERS 

Not a lot to report this month, we 

are focused on planning rides for 

the warm weather riding season, 

organizing fundraising events to 

support Post facility upgrades and 

maintenance, and to help our less 

fortunate fellow veterans and their 

families.  Please keep an eye out 

for fliers regarding ticket sales for 

the upcoming Steak Night May 

19. Barbeque extraordinaire, 

Albert Sinclair has agreed to be 

the Master of the Grill and we 

hope to see you all there…. 

Memorial Fundraising Ride for 

John “JD” Sinclair. The 

Warrenton Lions Club is 

sponsoring a ‘No-Charge to Ride’, 

bikes, cars and trucks all 

welcome (Donations are also 

Welcome) for former Warrenton 

police officer, football coach and 

Mindspin bass guitarist, John “JD” 

Sinclair.   

JD and his wife, Tanya, a Warren 

County Ambulance Paramedic 

were struck on their motorcycle at 

an intersection.  JD succumbed 

from his injuries and Tonya is 

hospitalized and will require 

multiple surgeries for an extended 

period.  JD leaves behind his wife 

Tonya and 4 sons: Jake, DJ, 

Gage and Micah. Hs oldest son is 

a U.S. Marine currently serving 

overseas with the 3rd Marine 

Division.  Please try and come 

out.  All money raised will go to 

Tonya and her boys for medical 

and household expenses. 

The benefit will begin by meeting 

at the Lions Club located at 601 

Fairgrounds Rd, Warrenton, MO 

with KSU promptly at 1200.  

There will be five stops before 

ending back at the Lions Club for 

a meal and raffles, 50/50 

drawings, silent auction, T-shirt 

sales, window decals, etc.   

Spring Luncheon 

Tuesday, May 7 

Tickets on Sale Now 

http://www.alpost312mo.org/
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Motorcycle Safety requires not 

only Riders to act responsibly, but 

we need those driving cars to be 

mindful we are out there as well.  

As the Riding season begins, 

and we start populating the 

roadways again, please keep 

an eye open for motorcycles! 

The Riders have cabin fever and 

we are all looking forward to the 

warm weather and riding season 

so we can get out and do a little 

*Carving throughout the beautiful 

Missouri countryside.  

Our next Riders meeting is the 

first Saturday of the month, April 

6 at 1500, and all are welcome. 

*Rider Definition: The first 

member who comes up to me 

and knows the definition of 

*Carving from past Clarion 

articles receives a Foxhole Chip 

of their choosing. 

Paul Rodgers, Director 
314-800-8318 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Cardinal Home Opener 
April 4, Foxhole open at 1 PM 

April Music 
Larry & Jake on 4/6 

Boston Dave on 4/27 

April Bowling 
Wednesdays at 6:30 PM 

4/3 & 4/17 

April Shuffleboard 
Sundays at 3:30 PM 

4/14 & 4/28 

Finally, Spring and “real” 

baseball!! Go Cards!!   

I want to shout out a BIG “Thank 

You!” to the members that came 

out for the St. Patrick’s Day 

party!!  Also, a big “Thank You!” 

to the kitchen crew that cooked 

up a delicious meal of corned 

beef, cabbage and potatoes – 

Jan, Liz, Kris plus Al that took 

care of selling the tickets!! We 

broke even on the cost of the 

meal, so I count that as a 

“success”!! 

Debbie had a thirsty crowd in the 

Foxhole and had a “Very” nice 

total ring for the night. Jackie D. 

entertained everyone with great 

music!! Thanks again for your 

participation and support of 

“YOUR” Foxhole!! 

I want to give a “Shout out!” to the 

members who came out to 

support Larry & Jake, “Just for S 

& G”, Jack DeWeese and Boston 

Dave this past month!! Great 

audiences for very good musical 

evenings!! That’s what it is all 

about!!  

In April, we will have Larry & Jake 

on 4/6 and Boston Dave on 4/27. 

The evenings of 4/13 & 4/20 will 

be juke box nights, although on 

4/13, the Cole Blue Steel band 

will be playing in the Hall as the 

musical entertainment following 

the evening meal of our 4th 

Centennial Event for the 100th 

Anniversary of The American 

Legion plus our own Post 312’s 

98th Birthday!! 

On to the results of our Foxhole 

sporting events. 

2/6 bowling winners were: 

1st place - Kevin & Sean 

(Kevin bowled a perfect 300!) 

2nd place - Jay & Rich 

3rd place - Jeanne & Stan 

4th place - Mary B & Dean 

2/20 bowling winners were: 

1st place - Kevin & Sean 

2nd place - Jay & Rich 

3rd place - Dean & Jeanne 

4th place - Stan & Mary B 

3/6 bowling winners were: 

1st place - Kevin & Dean 

2nd place - Mary B & Jay 

3rd place – Sean & Betty 

4th place - Stan & Jeanne 

2/24 shuffleboard winners were: 

1st place - Rich & Diane 

2nd place - Royce & Mike 

3rd place - Mary M & Rosanna 

4th place - Marie & John 

3/10 shuffleboard winners were: 

1st Place - Diane & Mary M 

2nd place – Royce & Rosanna 

3rd place – Rich & Julie 

Congratulations to all the winners 

and players!! Lots of fun and a 

nice boost for the bar at the same 

time!! Come join in on the fun!! 

See you there!!     

As always, on behalf of the Bar 
Committee, the Foxhole staff and 
myself, I want to “Thank YOU!” 
for your support!! We look forward 
to seeing you “SOON & OFTEN!!” 
in YOUR Foxhole!!!   

Dean Irwin, Foxhole Manager & 

Bar Committee Chair  

636-288-1888 
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BEGINNINGS OF 

THE AMERICAN LEGION 

Lt. Col. Theodore Roosevelt Jr. 

proposed the formation of an 

association of veterans to a 

caucus of the American 

Expeditionary Force in Paris, 

France on March 15-17, 1919. 

(A caucus is a meeting for the 

purpose of nominating candidates 

for office.) 

Roosevelt was the temporary 

chairman of the subsequent 

organizational caucus held in St. 

Louis, MO on May 8-10, 1919. 

Roosevelt calls the gathering to 

order using a gavel made from 

the steamship Roosevelt’s rudder 

that carried Adm. Robert Edwin 

Peary during his explorations of 

the North Pole. 

With plans to eventually run for 

elected office, Roosevelt declines 

to serve as the first national 

leader of the organization and 

former Dallas Mayor Henry D. 

Lindsley is instead named 

chairman of the St. Louis caucus. 

“It will be a power that shall be 

known, and with influence all 

over America, and for good all 

over the world” said Chaplain 

John Inzer, Alabama, speaking 

about the formation of the 

American Legion at the St. Louis 

Caucus on May 10, 1919. 

By the end of the St. Louis 

caucus, The American Legion 

preamble and constitution are 

approved, and temporary officers 

chosen. Plans are made for the 

election of a national commander 

at the first national convention in 

Minneapolis in November, 1919. 

The first issue of The American 

Legion Weekly magazine was 

published on July 4, 1919.  “The 

Legion is destined to be of 

tremendous value in fostering 

the ideals and purposes for 

which we fought” said Gen. 

John “Black Jack” Pershing in his 

introductory column of the first 

issue. 

St. Charles Post 312 was not far 

behind.  Established in August 

1919, the Post received its 

charter on January 24, 1921. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

LARRY’S MONEY SAVING TIPS 

You can print up to 200 pages 

FREE each month at any of the 

14 St. Louis Public Library 

locations with a SLPL card. 

You can get a St. Louis Public 

Library card by showing your St. 

Charles Library card and your ID.  

Upload the document you want to 

print from your computer to 

https://mobileprint.slpl.org/myprint

center, go to any St. Louis Library 

branch and print it out. I use the 

Walnut Park Branch on West 

Florissant. 

Larry Reighard 
 bluegrassguy1@att.net 

 

 

 

 

RETIREE’S CLUB 

   When:  1st & 3rd Wednesday 

   Where: Legion Hall 

   Fare:    $5.00 

   Starting @: 10:00 AM 

   Lunch   @: 12:00 Noon 

 April 3  

KP 

Lynn Barteau 

Ken Borgmeyer 

Mich Bochert 

Menu 

Homemade Lasagna, 
Salad, Garlic Bread, Dessert 

April 17 

KP 

Earl Bostic 

Terry Cluck 

Archie Counts 

Menu 

Baked Ham,  

Au Gratin Potatoes, 

Cinnamon Apples,  

Bread, Dessert 

Bill Reilly, President  

636-328-2340 

 

 

Foxhole 50/50 Raffle 

April 1 to April 30 

Tickets $1 or 6 for $5 

Drawing at 7 PM on April 30  

You do not have to be present to win 
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