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COMMANDER'’S CORNER
Merry Christmas Everyone!

By this printing, volunteerism in
community service will be on
display for the 38" year as the
Christmas Dinner is served
onsite and delivered to those who
are unable to come to the Post.
This is a great event and | hope
everyone gets a chance to
volunteer or enjoy a meal made
possible by generous donations
throughout the membership and
the community.

| have appointed Joe Diel to
serve as our Historian and he
has hit the ground running noting
the history on the website stops in
2008. He will work to help bring
this current. Thank you, Joe, for
approaching me about this
position.

Neal Lang has resigned from his
position as l1l-year Trustee and
we will be looking to replace him
in that role. Thank you, Neal, for
all the work you have done in
several appointed and elected
positions for Post 312, it has been
a pleasure.

We have interviewed a couple
strong candidates for the position
of Kitchen Manager and we are
hopeful that will be filled by the
next publication of the Clarion.

January 26 is our 3’9 Centennial
Event featuring the Vietnam
Era. Join us as we Welcome
Home the Vietnam Veterans.

This promises to be a well-
attended event with most of our
membership from this era. Details
to follow.

Stay tuned to our website
www.alpost312mo.org for
updates, also posted on

Facebook and flyers at the Post,
and now follow me on Twitter
@legion_312.

Larry Carron, Commander
636-345-6106

—~—— s s e s e

FIRST VICE COMMANDER

Hope everyone is having safe
and happy holidays. Looking
forward to a great new year 2019.
| want to thank all who helped me
throughout the past year.

In January, | would like to work on
our Membership Drive and will
need some volunteers to assist
me.

If you can help or have concerns
or suggestion to improve our
Post, leave me a text or voice
message at 314-808-8438.

Hope to see all at our New Year’s
Eve Party at the Post.

Daniel N Sauer, 1st Vice Commander
dsauer@aol.com 314-808-8438

CHAPLAIN

Since the last report, two
Legionnaires have gone to report
to the High Command: Freeman
Keesling and Earl Buckhardt
passed. No Legion Services were
requested.

Remember in your prayers these
members and all members who
have passed.

Rich Middendorf, Post Chaplain
636-328-6996

—~—— ~—~ ~—~

POST SERVICE OFFICER

| have not received any requests
or inquiries concerning financial
assistance since the last issue of
the Clarion. One Veteran
contacted me regarding how to
obtain a Veteran’s ID card.

If anyone needs to contact me, or
knows of anyone that may need
our assistance, my home phone
IS 636-946-9754 and my email is
brucecl 99@yahoo.com. | would
prefer email, but if a phone call is
necessary, please call between
1.00 P.M. and 5:00 P.M. Monday-
Friday.

Hope everyone had a Merry
Christmas and a joyous Holiday
Season and remembered our
military members away from their
families and friends. Merry
Christmas from my family to
yours.
Bruce Cross, Post Service Officer

Brucel 99@yahoo.com
636-946-9754, M-F, 1-5 PM
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AUXILIARY PRESIDENT

Happy 2019! | hope everyone has
had a wonderful holiday season!

The Auxiliary had a wonderful
December! The Children’s
Christmas Party was a fabulous
success! Thank you to Elizabeth
Carron for all the hard work you
put in on it and thanks to your
helpers! The joy it brought to the
children and grandchildren of our
members was priceless!

The Auxiliary Christmas Party
was so fun! A delicious dinner,
homemade cookies, fun and
games.... What better way to
celebrate the holidays??

Now it is time to look towards
2019 and all we hope to
accomplish.

Our mission will always be to
advocate for our veterans, to
educate our citizens and youth
and to promote patriotism, good
citizenship, peace and security.

We have established programs to
support these missions, but we
are always looking for new ways
to bring these programs to our
community.

How can we teach our children
why the flag deserves the respect
and reverence that we give it?

How do we reach out to the active
military and their families to help
them and let them know they are
not alone?

How do we take care of and
advocate for all our Veterans and
make sure they are receiving all
that is due them?

Yes, we are always looking for
ways to work our programs. The
goals of our programs have stood
the test of time. We just need to
tweak the execution of the
programs to make them personal
to our community.

So, if you have an idea or a way
that you think we can help the
Veterans in our community,
please come to the next meeting
and share it with us! You... yes
YOU... are important to this
Auxiliary! Please come and be a
part.

See you at our next meeting
January 14!

Jan Irwin, Auxiliary President
636-699-9577

AUXILIARY FIRST VICE

Hoping everyone had a great
holiday season! Now it is time to
get back to work on getting the
membership in. We are only 65
members short of reaching our
goal.

As we begin our calendar year
and we are in our 100" year, let
us all remember why we are
members of the great American
Legion Auxiliary.

If you have not paid your 2019
dues, please note that you have
become delinquent and we do not
want you to lose your benefits.
Please try to pay your dues as
soon as possible. You should be
receiving another notice from
National during this month. If you
have already paid just disregard
it. Remember the dues are

$28.00 and $5.00 for Junior
members.
You can pay your dues by

sending it to me at 8 Alma Dr., St.

Charles, MO 63304, or paying
online or by leaving it at the
Foxhole, but please make sure it
is in an envelope clearly marked
for the Auxiliary and with your
name on it especially if you are
paying cash.

If you have any questions, please
contact me at 636-441-6419.
Thank You!

Lucille Armbruster, Membership
Chairman 636-441-6419

~—— ~—~ ~—~

AUXILIARY SECOND VICE

The 3rd Annual Children’s
Christmas Party was a great
success!

The feedback from the parents
and kids has been all positive, but
| could not have done it without
Auxiliary and Post members and
donations from each entity of The
Legion Family.

| especially want to thank Jan,
Sharon, Kris, Cindy, Tonya, Larry
and Jackie D. We had four
special helpers: Alexis (Sharon’s
granddaughter) and Jaxen
Marsden (Kris’'s grandson)
worked the entire afternoon
decorating for the Party. Jake
Carron and Christina Toth
joined Alexis and Jaxen as they
worked the kids’ games, helped
with the food, the gifts and
cleaning up.

Of course, as always, the stars of
the afternoon were Santa and
Mrs. Claus. Don Allen has been
showing up as Santa in this
region for years and anything we
donate to him goes straight to the
St. Charles Crisis Nursery, so he
is the real deal. Sue Carr was
Mrs. Claus again and | think we

www.alpost312mo.org
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can all agree the two made a
great showing for the kids.

We served Mac-N-Cheese for the
main dish with veggie and fruit
trays that looked like an ornament
and a Christmas tree, Snowman
string cheese, Rudolf and
Snowman pudding cups and
Christmas cupcakes.

We also had games for the kids,
including pin the nose on Frosty,
ring-toss, Christmas pictures to
color and sugar cookies for the
kids to decorate.

When the Clauses arrived, the
children really lit up and he gave
each one a present with their
name on it. That personal touch
really made them believers of the
Jolly big guy from the North Pole.
Each family took advantage of a
photo-op with Santa and Mrs.
Claus.

| hope everyone had a wonderful
time at the Auxiliary Christmas
Party on December 10. | would
like to thank everyone who joined
us for a fun-filed evening of
raffles, games, activities, food
and great company!

| would like to give a BIG thank
you for everyone who donated
socks, hats and gloves. We
collected 240 socks, 84 hats, 92
pairs of gloves, 9 undershirts, one
t-shirt and 6 scarves.

| would Ilike to thank Rich
Middendorf, Jeff Kull, Justin
Marsden, Jay Marsden, John
Leonard and Kevin Rufkahr for
serving our delicious drinks and
dinner. You all did an outstanding
job!!

As this was my first time hosting
this event, | had a lot help from
my fellow officers. | would like to

thank Jan Irwin, Kris Marsden,
Jeanne Steinhoff, Lucille
Armbruster, Denise Pallardy,
Brenda Richarz, Katy Richarz,
Mary Diehl and Tanya Bolen for
their help and support to make
our Auxiliary Christmas Party a
night to remember!

Thank you again to everyone who
joined me and | hope to see you
again next year!

Elizabeth Carron, 2™ Vice President
314-630-0745

AUXILIARY POPPY
ORNAMENTS
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Well, we are getting closer to my
favorite time of year, Poppy
Distribution  Time, which s
coming up in May.

The wonderful group of ladies
above: Mary Diel, Laura Diel,
Mary Bandini, Debbie Foster
and myself got together and
made more Poppy Ornaments to
help put money in our General
Fund and the Poppy Fund.

You can purchase an ornament
at the Foxhole and during
meetings. The Large Poppy
Ornament is $6.00 and the Small
Poppy Ornament is $4.00.

Brenda Richarz, Poppy Chairman
636-288-1250

SONS OF AMERICAN LEGION

Happy New Year from the SAL.
We are praying the Legion Family
had a great and safe Christmas
and New Year.

The Sons are ready to jump into
the new year with both feet! 100
years of The American Legion!

The SAL is here to serve in our
forefathers’ footsteps. Looking
forward to a great year!

Jeff Kull, Squadron Commander
636-675-9247

AMERICAN LEGION RIDERS

The Riders would like to express
our sincere appreciation to the
entire Post 312 Legion Family
and extended family for your
support and generous
contributions to the local 2018
Marine Corps Toys for Tots
Campaign.
||

www.alpost312mo.org
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We exceeded expectations and
filed over a dozen boxes and
even received a bicycle — what
kid doesn’t dream of a bicycle on
Christmas morning!

There is no “I” in Team and none
of this would have been possible
without the outstanding support of
members of the Legion, Auxiliary,
Sons, the Retirees, our bingo
players and neighbors from the
St. Charles Music House.

You were all instrumental in
getting the word out and we
appreciate everyone’s collective
and individual donations. It
shows what we can do when we
all put our resources together.
‘WE” made a lot of children’s
Christmas possible.

| recently met with the Riders
Director of Post 110 in Port
Charlotte, FL which has 176
Riders. It was a great time
swapping road stories and
razzing one another. Florida
doesn’t have a helmet law,
however, many of the local Riders
still strap on a *Pudding Bucket
before taking on the big slab.

We also discussed some of their
creative fundraising ideas and it
was amazing that a Post that size
has many of the same challenges
we do.

Riders Membership — Secretary
Tony Rumbo is in the process of
reaching out to everyone on the
Riders official roster for a status
check and to get your ideas on
how we can make Rider events
more fun for all.

We have changed our monthly
meetings to the first Saturday of
the month at 1500. We look
forward to seeing all active and

not-so-active Riders at the

meeting.

If you're interested in becoming a
Rider, you can obtain more
information on our updated site
on the Post webpage. Our thanks
to the Commander for giving our
webpage a fresh look.

Hope everyone had a Merry
Christmas and all the best in the
new year.

Rider Definition *Pudding bucket:
early style of half-helmet.

Paul Rodgers, Director
314-800-8318

AMERICANISM/
CHILDREN & YOUTH

The winner of the St. Charles
County High School Oratorical
Contest held at Post 312 on
December 16 was Uma
Upamaka. Contest  Judges
included Jack Banas, 11" Judicial
Circuit Court Judge; Tim Lohmar,
St. Charles County Prosecutor
and Patrick Barkley, President of
St. Peters Board of Aldermen.

Uma is a Junior at Francis Howell
North and was awarded $100
from Post 312 for her efforts. She
will go on to compete in the
District Nine Contest at Post 323
in Wentzville on January 13. We
have our fingers crossed that she
can win a chance to continue on
to the Zone One Contest at Post
55 in Hannibal on January 20.

Members of the Post 312 family
participated as timekeepers,
escort and tabulators, including
Jay and Kris Marsden, Rich and
Mary Middendorf, Georgia Backer
and Jeanne Steinhoff.

Larry DuFour, Americanism, Children
& Youth, Public Safety 636-441-7102

é%fox%

January Music
Larry & Jake on 1/05
Jukebox Night on 1/12
Jack DeWeese on 1/19
Boston Dave’s Karaoke on 1/26

January Bowling
Wednesdays at 6:30 PM
1/02 and 1/16

January Shuffleboard
Sundays at 3:30 PM
1/13 and 1/27

Greetings from the Foxhole!! We
hope everyone had a joyous
Christmas and New Year's Eve
with family and friends!! The
Foxhole has been very busy this
month which is reflected in the
nightly rings!!

As | mentioned in the last two
Post meetings, with the cooling of
temperatures members have
chosen to seek shelter in the
Foxhole to visit with friends
instead of sitting on the porch!!
We certainly appreciate your
patronage.

So, what's new around the
Foxhole? Thanks to our
Commander, the Foxhole has

some brand-new bar glasses.
Larry put the design together and
found a glass maker that gave us
a reasonable price for the
glasses. They are unique and we
are using them in the bar now.
We have extra glasses which are
for sale. Come in and check them
out!!

www.alpost312mo.org
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In January, the Post will be
having our 3rd Centennial Event
celebrating the 100" Anniversary
of the American Legion on
January 26 in conjunction with
Boston Dave’s Karaoke. The
theme for this celebration will be
the Vietnam era with 60’s — 70’s
music plus more information
about Legion history in that time
period. Come out and join in on
the fun!! Thanks in advance!

We will be changing our music
format to some degree, so please
check our Facebook page and
the Foxhole bulletin board. On
January 5 Larry & Jake will be
playing/singing for you, on
January 19 Jack DeWeese will be
singing for us and on January 26
Boston Dave will be here with his
Karaoke. See you there!! Please
ask your guests to sign in!!

Now, to the sports page!'! Our
bowlers were busy this month
with three (3) matches!

The 12/5 bowling winners were:
1st place — Stan & Dean,

2nd place — Mary B & Jay

3rd place — Rich & Kevin

The 12/12 bowling winners were:
1st place — Jay & Dean

2nd place — Kevin & Sean

3rd place — Stan & Mary B

The 12/19 bowling winners were:
1st place — Kevin & Dean

2nd place — Mary B & Sean

3rd place — Jay & Rich

In the shuffleboard contests, the
12/9 winners were:

1st place — Betty & Mary M

2nd place — Royce & Diane

3rd place — Rich & Rosanna

4th place — Rob & Sherry

The 12/16 shuffleboard winners
were:

1st place — Mike & Diane

2nd place — Royce & Rich

3rd place— Sherry & Mary M

4th place — Rosanna & Marie

Thanks again to all the players
that came out to participate in the
contests and enjoy the friendship
with their fellow members!! We
are always looking for more
players in both competitions!!

Looking forward into 2019, we
can be very grateful that our Post
family has a wonderful facility to
live and work on the numerous
initiatives that each of the four
membership groups. While
sometimes it may seem we are
beating our heads together and
not accomplishing much of
anything, just stop for a minute
and remember what our ultimate
reason for existence is — the care
of our veterans and their families!!
Period!!

On behalf of the Bar Committee,
the Foxhole staff and myself, |
want to “Thank YOU!” for your
patronage and look forward to
seeing each of you in the coming
new year!! Cheers!!

Dean Irwin, Foxhole Manager &

Bar Committee Chair
636-288-1888

Foxhole 50/50 Raffle
Jan 1to Jan 30

Tickets $1 or 6 for $5

Drawing at 7 PM on Jan 30,
but you do not have to
be present to win

Minimum payout $95 to date

FAMILY SPAGHETTI DINNER

The results of the customer
survey taken on October 30 are
as follows:

* Should we stay with spaghetti?
Yes - 218, No—-4

*Is 5 PM OK?
Yes — 157, Other — 15

* Is the line too long?
Yes -54, No — 136

* Is the price fair?
Yes — 201, No—-3

* Change to every other month?
Yes — 9, No — 107

* Do you like entertainment?
Yes — 73, No — 108

* Schedule? 2" Tuesday — 38
3" Tuesday — 37
last Tuesday — 53
any Tuesday — 24

We continually strive to improve
the dinners, but it appears we do
not need to make any significant
changes at this time other than to
increase attendance and profit.

The next dinner will be on
Tuesday, January 29. We hope
our customers and volunteers
continue to support this event.
Spaghetti Dinner Committee

John Foster, Dan Sauer,
Rich Middendorf

VETERANS HOME BINGO

The next Bingo to be hosted by
Post 312 at the Veterans’ Home
in Bellefontaine Neighbors will be
on Thursday, January 17. We
leave the Post at 6 PM and car
pool to the Veterans’ Home.
Come join us!

Rich Middendorf, VA&R Chair
(636) 328-6996

www.alpost312mo.org
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RETIREE’S CLUB

When: 15t & 3" Wednesday
Where: Legion Hall

Fare: $5.00

Starting @: 10:00 AM
Lunch @: 12:00 Noon

January 2

KP
Tom Pickering,
Bob Pietz
Ken Pinkley

Menu
Smoked sausage,
mashed potatoes,
cinnamon apples,

dessert

January 16

KP
Paul Rabold
Bob Rector
Larry Reighard

Menu
Shepherd’s pie,
salad, roll,
dessert

Bill Reilly, President
636-328-2340

February Clarion Articles
Due Monday, Jan 21

Email to
Middendorf422@gmail.com

Mary Middendorf
636-328-2222

NEW OUTREACH PROGRAM

If you know members of our
Legion Family who are
housebound or reside in a
nursing home or other facility,
please let us know if they would
like to hear from us.

We will publish their name and
contact information here in the
Clarion, so others in the Legion
Family can reach out to let them
know they are not forgotten.

Please be sure you have their
permission to share their contact
information. Some may prefer to
share only a telephone number or
address. An email address or
Facebook page will work too, if
they have one.

Please send info to the Clarion
editor below or drop it off in the
Clarion mailbox in the Foxhole.

Mary Middendorf
636-328-2222
Middendorf422@gmail.com
3407 Sun Lake Drive
St. Charles, MO 63301

3'd Centennial Event
featuring the Vietnam Era

join us on January 26
at Post 312

as we honor our
Vietnam Veterans

Details will be available on
www.alpost312mo.org and our
Facebook page and flyers in the
Foxhole.

ST. CHARLES
MOBILE TROOP SUPPORT

A soldier's mission is often a
deployment to remote points of
the world, separating them from
home and family for extended
periods of time.

St.  Charles Mobile  Troop
Supports ships non-perishable
items to soldiers in remote or
dangerous locations who don’t
have access to many of the
simplest of things the rest of us
take for granted.

These small packages make their
daily struggles a little easier and
remind them they are in our
thoughts and prayers.

We pack and ship items you
provide to the solders. Contact us
below for a list of items that can
be safely shipped and items in
great demand. If you don’t have
time for shopping and delivering
items, contributions for postage
are greatly appreciated.

We will ship packages to any
deployed service person if we
have with their military mail
designation. We prefer units that
have a local connection or
soldiers with friends or family
from the local area. If you would
like to identify a service person to
receive support, contact us with
their information:

St. Charles
Mobile Troop Support
Lehman Conley
636-946-2212

Drop-Off Location
St. Charles Music House
2556 Raymond Drive
St. Charles, MO

www.alpost312mo.org
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